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 “Women Working for Women” series,           
by María María Acha-Kutscher         

http://www.acha-kutscher.com/mujerestrabajando/indignadas/indignadasglobal1.html


About 50 lectures 
in France, Canada, Italy, Spain 
and Czech Republic,...



But… always in French !
So thanks for your understanding !



 In relation to my topic

Thanks 
to SKIP !



  

sustainability



”A green and sustainable library 
is a library which takes into 
account environmental, 
economic and social 
sustainability.”

https://www.ifla.org/ifla-green-library-definition/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QkICDYEGV2et2cQt6NDHl8N6zoHHCvaK/view?usp=sharing


Ecological

Livable

Long-lasting

Viable

Economical

Equitable

Social

Sustainibility schema – CC BY 3.0 Vigneron

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sch%C3%A9ma_du_d%C3%A9veloppement_durable.svg


UN 2030 AGENDA 
adapted for libraries 

by IFLA and national library associations

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13UbAh0NEBzDsmArJZchwA9XT4YYvRtO6/view?usp=sharing


1. Building and 
surroundings

Jubilee library (Brighton, GB) – CC BY 2.0 Dominic Alves



For the building and its 
surroundings, consider :

- recovery (of water for example)
- insulation and temperature 
  temperature control (hot/cold)
- energy saving
- energy production
- natural light
- acoustics
- accessibility
- inclusion of everyone



  

  Physical and digital 
accessibility

Biars-sur-Cère (2082 hab) from CC 
Cazals-Salviac (46, 5319 hab) / 

© Aarhus  Library(DK)



Encourage 
green 

mobility

www.manutan.fr
Anzin(59)Midslands (NL) / Midland (CA) / CC BY Médiathèque 

Marguerite-Duras Paris (FR) /  Anzin, 59 (FR) / 

Park
Secure
Repair

http://www.manutan.fr/


40 m² -  31 hours a week

Post office + Library + Cinema

OUROUX-EN-MORVAN
NIÈVRE (660 HAB)

Share the spaces and 
eventually the staff



2. Furnishings 
and furniture

 Management school library (Lyon, 69, FR)



   

For furniture, think:
  

 → Purchasing : 
- fair trade 
- short circuits : if possible, buy direct 
  from manufacturer
- local production
- choice of materials 

(toxicity, import...) 
- lifespan 
- items with possible 
  reconversion for another use 

 2nd life : →
- recuperation and/or renovation
- up-cycling



  

Repainting
Hakunilan (FI) 

CC BY 2.0 HelMet-kirjasto
Minna Haapakoski



  

Oslo (NO) 
CC Vallée Sud Grand Paris (FR) / 

CC BY-SA Médiathèque Louis-Aragon à Bagneux

Recuperation
and upcycling

(with the patrons)



  

Amesfoort (NL)  / Aarhus (DK)
https://www.pinterest.fr/pin/631981760179849412/?lp=true 

Tilburg (NL) – CC BY-SA Julie Calmus

Recycling 
books and 
newspapers

https://www.pinterest.fr/pin/631981760179849412/?lp=true


  

Choose objects or furniture  
suited for multiple uses

Shelves for Life – © William Warren

http://www.williamwarren.co.uk/2009/10/shelves-for-life/


   

For the design, consider :

- accessibility
- circulation in the spaces
- differentiation of spaces
  (identification, signage,
  atmosphere)
- cohabitation of the patrons 
   and their activities 
- sound volumes (linked to activities)
- comfort (seating, heat, light)
  depending on the audience and use



St Lo (FR) / 
Magenta (FR) / 

Caen (FR) / Crest (FR)

Don’t be sexist. 
Be inclusive.

https://www.abf.asso.fr/2/200/950/ABF/concours-chouettes-toilettes-2022


Improve 
visitors’
comfort

Imperial College of London (GB) /Amsterdam – CC BY-SA Charlotte Henard / 
Rodez (FR) / Chambon-sur-Voueize (FR) / Anzin (FR)



3. Collections



   

For acquisitions, consider :

- Make acquisitions on sustainable topics
- Think about the complementarity of physical
  and digital media
- Integrate a library network 
  and implement a development plan 
  for collections (specialised collections,
  rotating collections, shuttles, 
  distribution of purchases 
  according to libraries and audiences, 
  reflection on multi-copy 
  at the network level...)
- Diversify the collections (objects, people, etc.)



Ecole de management (Lyon)

No limit !
Unlimited number.
Unlimited time. 

Créances (FR)



Lending 
objects 

and tools

“Once you enter 
into the universe 

of lending objects, 
the sky 

is your only limit”
Bruce E. Masses, 
University library 

of Columbus, Ohio, USA

http://www.abf.asso.fr/revue/bib100-101.pdf


Lending 
the living

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7P0vhrUYwg
https://blog.univ-angers.fr/buapro/2019/12/27/mediation-animale-mignon-certes-mais-encore/


Lending people ?!

© Bibliothèque de 
Languidic (56) et 
Steeple / La Haye 
(FR) - ©bmi-CAE / 

Béziers (FR)

“Our best collection is our patrons !”
Eppo Van Nispen tot Sevenaer,

Ex-director of DOK (Delft public library, NL)

Living library

Sharing 
Experiences

Sharing 
Competences

Peer to peer

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19L2AoeoHtrql5L_L6RzKrXiOWAjm2YGw?usp=sharing


   

For the end-of-life of collections 
and their equipment, consider :
  
- Avoid equipping collections with RFID chips
    (non-recyclable and data volatility)
-  Avoid covering books or use materials 
    that are degradable if possible

- Have a useful weeding policy 
  (donations to associations, re-sale,  
  recycling of paper, use of paper
   documents for different functions
   for example : heating (Paris Library, FR) 
   or insulation materials for houses 
   (Kaijonharju, Ritaharju, and Oulu, FI).



4. Cultural events 
and patrons training



   

For cultural action and training, 
consider:
  

 Objectives :→
   

- accessibility
- inclusion of everyone
- building of self-estime
- social diversity and 
  living together in harmony
- social relationships to fight loneliness
- patrons participation
- empowerment



CC BY-SA Bibliothèque Louise-Michel (Paris, 
FR) / CC BY-SA Médiathèque d'Anzin (FR) / © 

bibliothèque de Liberec (CZ) / Crest (26, 8270 
hab) - ©CC BY-SA Nathalie Etienne / BANQ (CA)

Be inclusive
for social relationships 

and social diversity 



  

Encourage patrons participation  
     to share knowledge and skills between inhabitants



Ecole de management (Lyon)

Rennes (FR)

Empower your patrons !

4C Meetings

Creativity 
Collaboration

Knowledge
Citizenship



   

For cultural action and training, 
consider:

 → Themes :
- ecology (zero waste, upcycling,
   gardening, discovery of fauna
   and flora, etc.)
- environmental awareness 
   and education
- quality of life



© Sylvie Facon / CC BY Médiathèque 
Marguerite-Duras Paris (FR) / Sola (NO) 

Re-use
Repair
Recycle
Upcycle
Create

Buy less, 
(re)use more !

DIY (Do it yourself)

Zero-waste club

Fab Lab 

       (fabrication laboratory)

https://sylviefacon-creatrice.fr/robes-livre-en-3-chapitres


“If you have a library 
and a garden, 

you have all you need.” 
Ciceron

Iso Omena (FI) - CC BY-SA Marina 
Zborowski / CC BY-SA Incroyables 
Comestibles / CC BY-SA Service 
Commun de la Documentation - 
Université de La Réunion (FR) / 
Crest (FR) - CC BY-SA Nathalie 
Étienne / CC BY 2.0 Kevan

Make it green !

Plant library
Seeds library

Incredible Edibles
Gardening together

Seed bombs



5. Services



  
For services, consider:

 Objectives:→

- accessibility
- inclusion
- equal opportunities for all
- social relationships
- ecology (respect for the environment,
  reduction of environmental footprint...)
- Living together (collective identity)
- support for the local economy
- support for the local community 
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Take care

E-administration

Clothes-library

TeleStory

Self-care station

https://www.bklynlibrary.org/outreach/justice-initiatives/telestory


Facilitate 
daily life

Parental respite

Birthdays
Weddings
Coffin club
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsmWV3vzni4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18uwoX2k37A


Anzin (FR)

Sello (FI) 
©Lukukoira

Help for 
learning, study 

and work

Homework

Review of examinations

Stress management workshops

Rooms for working  and meetings

Read to the dog

Trainings



6. Management



CC BY-SA Bibliothèque Louise-Michel (Paris, FR)

Be eco-responsible 
and control your energy footprint

SHORT CIRCUIT

BIOLOGICAL

PRODUCTS

CONS
UMME

LOCA
L

FAIR TRADE

ZERO WASTE



Hoorn (NL) / Rennes 
(FR) - CC BY-SA Biblio 
Remix / Amsterdam 

(NL) / Toulouse (31) – 
CC BY-SA Charlotte 

Henard / Lezoux (FR)

Co-create and co-manage
   the library with the patrons

Trust
Partners

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14n9LCq1SvR-xp5nPm_77oOJefOYrsiWU/view?usp=sharing


  

My husband and I
 are looking for a job
 abroad.
 Your advices and
 informations will be
 welcome. 
 Thanks a lot ! 

Personal 
annoucement



Thank you for 
your attention!

Unless otherwise stated, all pictures
 are credited as CC BY-SA Amandine Jacquet

or CC0

Amandine 
Jacquet

  
More informations ? 

amandinem.jacquet@gmail.com

Want the presentation ?

https://tinyurl.com/SKIP2022

mailto:amandinem.jacquet@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/SKIP2022
http://www.abf.asso.fr/revue/bib100-101.pdf
http://www.abf.asso.fr/fichiers/file/ABF/publications/complements100-101.pdf

